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The Sherman House at 306 DeMun Ave, Clayton MO 63105
Offered at $600,000

   The property of 306 DeMun Ave is registered in the National Registry of Historic homes as the Sherman House, built by Nagel and Dunn, Architects in l938. It was commissioned by Thomas Sherman, music critic for the Post Dispatch, and long term friend of Frederick Dunn. The home was furnished and decorated by Sherman’s friends who represented the cultural tastes of St. Louis during this era. The small square room between the dining room and the living room was designed as the music room. It was designed for Mr. Sherman to bring near perfect acoustics for listening pleasure in the living room. This room became the center gathering place for friends and family including the well-known furniture designed Proast and Joe Jones, Missouri artist who specialized in Modern St. Louis Urban landscapes, literary figures, and Charles Nagel who would later head the St. Louis Art Museum in the early 1950s. Visitors today can view the stunning portrait of Mrs. Sherman by Joe Jones as well as the music stand and coffee table designed for the home on display in the 20th century room gallery on the St Louis Art Museum’s ground floor. The house was featured in an architectural magazine in the 1940s and highlighted in an architectural forum by Washington University on Post Modernism in 20th century St. Louis. Architect students from the university often make field trips to the house to feel the space, design and light of Dunn’s design. The Arnold Maremont House next door was built by Dunn and Nagel a year later.
   The home is designed in the Palladian style incorporating circle within square with strong rectangular elements. The custom made mirror above the fireplace echoes the design repeated in the large circle drive way, the square of the home floor plan and the inner circle of the unusual entrance, the steep view to the square landing and the rectangular window at the top. The beautiful Italian (1870) Pietra Duro marble inlay is set in the entrance in black terrazzo. It is not surprising given the Shermans taste for classic design that the inlaid subject represents the four muses of Greek humanities. A center piece of white doves and arrow quivers are surrounded by symbols of music, art, philosophy, and literature. The architect has chosen the classic colonial model of Jefferson’s Monticello and elongated the architectural elements to give it a post-modern and art deco feel, spacious and very luminous quality. Inlaid hard wood floors, Greek key motifs and moldings were designed for the home. An unusual feature is the pair of elongated windows that open into doors leading out into the brick patio and garden. 
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   The original design of the home included a maid’s quarters and garage on the lower level and four bedrooms on the third floor. The floor plan was carefully altered to preserve the architectural design, converting the front two bedrooms into a master bedroom with fireplace and large bathroom, opening the kitchen and adding a family room, study, sauna and extra space on the ground floor. A downstairs half bath was added off the music room.  There is a two car garage below the back garden deck. The large backyard with a two tiered garden won the Clayton 1st prize for landscaping in the 1970’s. 
   The heater and air conditioning systems were replaced in 2006. The roof was replaced in 2007. The three working fireplaces were cleaned in 2007 and are in working order. All appliances including washer and dryer are included in the sale.
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